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Christmas.
The poet Masefuxd said that travelers,with few exceptions, had never

seen anythinK wonderful. The excep-
tions were Herodotus, Marco Polo.j
nnd the Three Wise Men. What He-!
itodotus and Polo saw is ashes be-;
ueath the tire of history, but what
the Three Wise Men saw is newer

to-bay in the hearts of mankind than
ever it has been since the star led
to Bethlehem in Judea.
That which to-day stands for is so

wonderful, so universal in Christen-j
lorn, that it is difficult to realize that!
Christmas is not as old as the religionit breathes. One of the marvelousthings about this shining manifestationof the spirit which the Magi
felt is that it was three centuries
coming into the world. It is marveloustoo that the festival should have
been built on the ruins of pagan
things. The Roman saturnalia is
something very distant and dead;
tlie merrymaking of to-day is what
killed it/Mid took its place. The bar-j
baric Ynf ; feast of the German tribes-1
liion is fn antiquity; but the Yule
l'»K burnt) on Christian hearths this
morning. Wodin is forever in Valhalla,but his successor, the saint,
with the white beard, comes down
the chimney still.

So the spirit lias progressed
through the centuries, destroying

» evil to replace it with good. Uryler
i ho inflnnncn nf thp PrnsR nion llllVO

done mighty deeds of piety and valor,
Ixit in memory of the Manger they
nave particularly done acts of love
and kindness. Only the recording
angel knows in how many cases

Christmas has accomplished somethingin which laws and logic, power
and gold, have failed. No scientist
can tell you why whole continents
glow over the celebration of an event
of nearly twenty centuries ago; It is
wiser to seek the answer in a child's
illumined face.
And Christmas is no longer the

sole property of the individual. Its
essence is gradually permeating the
g(J\ I'rilllll'lilM. I U*J HUUl Ml nit; tt ami-

jngton conference is the soul of
Christmas. The soul of the Americangift of millions of bushels of
grain to the starving Russians is the
fcoiil of Christmas. Little by little
the governments come closer to the
tree where burn the candles of humanity'sdesire. There hang gifts
lor all if they will but reach out and
take them in the spirit that saturatesthe Christian world to-day.

Lord Riddell Looks Us Through.
Coming here to observe proceedings

ht the armament conference and to
net as press representative of the
British delegation. Lord Riddfll.
London publisher, did not negloct to
take unofficial notes on the Ameri
can people. When he utvuigea me

results of his observations of Americanhabits and manners the newspapercorrespondents were as willingto print what he said as they
Would have been if he had been disclosingimportant news of the conlerence.He was asked in what way
average Americans differed most conspicuouslyfrom average Englishmen,
lie replied:

"They don't. The Englishman and
the American are surprisingly alike."

Lord Riddfxl was correct. Englishmendo not wear rubbers; Americansdo. In the English vocabulary
graces denote the article of utility
Mown in America as suspenders.
While suspenders denote to the Englishmanwhat answers In America to
Jhe name garters. Englishmen drink
tea on the slightest provocation:
[Americans imbibe ice cream sodas
With equal enthusiasm.

» An Englishman insists on paying
Ms own fare on the underground.
< von if it'3 only a penny; lie handles
his fork and spoon with the left hand
exclusively when eating: driving his
automobile. he keeps to the left; he
r oars his collar and tie in the har
licr's chair; he insists on a plural
Verb after a collective noun, and no

(exceptions allowed; lie spells aluminumwith the aid of an i before the
linal "inn" and puts the accent on

the "mln."
In more basic affairs the average

Englishman and the average Amcrl-

can look at life through the same

knothole. In sports they both detest
a one sided contest and would rather
lose at play than win by default. In
business both are guided by the same
principles of equality and fairness,
never forgetting that somebody else's
neglect is their opportunity. With
neither of them is woman a gilded
goatiess in public society ana a cnactelin the home. They respond to
the same moral influences, they think
identically with regard to education,
they share equal honors as bores at
after dinner speechraaking.
Englishmen and Americans applaudthe same style of heroism in

war and in peace, they are born in
the same traditional beliefs as to
civilization, and they die with a commonhope concerning the future.
Lord Riddku. says Americans are

courteous to foreign visitors. This
unquestionably came to his notice, as
a similar impression couies to an

American in London, because at home
Englishmen and Americans are not
given to an exuberance of courtesy
among themselves.

No Broken Sword.
It is gratifying to learn from

Washington that the new silver dollar,about to be minted in commemorationof the Conference 011 Limitationof Armament, will not have upon
it the design of a broken sword.
The protest made by The New

York Herald last Wednesday against
the use on an American coin of somethinggenerally accepted as the symbolof defeat, disgrace or abjuration
may have called the attention of the
responsible authorities to a grave
error. If such was the case The New
York Herald is glad to have pre-
venieu me issue 01 a com wmcn

would have misled foreigners as to
the attitude of this peace loving but
not paciflstic nation.
Congratulations are due to those

in Washington who were quick to
acknowledge that it would be a mistaketo represent the sword of the
United States as broken.

General Diaz Welcomed Home.
To his countrymen General Au

At ando Diaz is a hero of peace as

well as of war. Upon his return to
Italy from his attendance on the
armament conference and his peace
ful conquest of the American heart
he was received at Naples with a

popular acclaim as great as when he
rode through the same streets as victorof the Piave and vanquisher of
the Austrian armies.

General Diaz carried home with
him very convincing evidence of the
price of his conquest. The cordiality
of the great American handshake,
causing a lasting bruise, had left
its mark upon him. Otherwise in
his trinmnh lie had escaned nil-

scathed. He had lived through
rounds of public and private dinners
from Boston to the Pacific coast,
through military salutes and deafeningrolls of applause, through hundredsof addresses of enthusiastic
welcome and responses equally heartfelt.He took back as material trophiescollege and university honors,
certificates of adoption into the
towns of our tiuest and oldest citizens,jeweled swords and golden keys
at onr cities. With these too went
the high regard and deep respect of a

people who had delighted to honor
him as a distinguished guest.
America found in General Diaz an

able and modest commander, a militaryman who could rank high in a

land which has produced famous soliiers.He reflected in himself his ideal
i>f his troops, "soldiers such as are the
Italian people, children with deeply
generous hearts and feelings." To a

man moved by such sentiments the
task of inspiring a nation to redeem
the disaster of Caporetto was well intrusted.He had the faith which
would not waver, the confidence
which knew nothing of defeat. Caporettowas forgotten in the victory of
Veneto Venezla. Field Marshal BoKEovicn'sveterans found an impass
able harrier in General Diaz's rejuvenatedarmy. The Austrians' vaunted
strength crumbled in the plains of
Venetia and the valley of the Piave.
Diaz struck the hard blow that
openeu uie wajr ior uic mini anuisticcand made the Allies and Americavictors in the world war.

America saw too the other side
of General Diaz and in him found a

man whom Italy needs in her days
of peace. He seeks a closer union
of the two nations through more

thorough mutual understanding. He
asks that America come to see Italy,
not only the reminders of the ancientglories of Rome, the palaces of
the Renaissance and the stores of

priceless art treasures hut the revivingindustries of the nation, the progressivespirit of the people, the
sturdiness of a faithful and loyal
pea santry.

Italy understands herself when she
pays tribute to General Diaz as a

hero of peace as well as of war.

Blister Rust on the Pacific Coast.
Rlister rust, scourge of the white

pine, which was unknown in this
country until twenty years ago and
which was confined to the eastern
United States and the eastern provincesof Canada until it spread to
Minnesota and Wisconsin a few years
ago, has now developed in British
C olumbia and the northeastern part
of Washington State.
The region in which it has most

recently appeared is of great importancein the timber industry. There
is to be a public hearing in Washingtonbefore the Federal HorticulturalHoard of the United States Departmentof Agriculture on January
23 to determine whether the Federal
quarantine against the blight else«

'1 lhh j

where shall be extended to the threat
ened area.

Blister rust is spread through cuirantand gooseberry bushes, wild 01

cultivated. These carriers are found
in all our forests. Cultivated black
currants are particularly hospitable
to the scourge. Their destruction h
the only known means to check tin
spread of the pest.
Much of the timber threatened on

the Paciiic is in the national forests
rne area endangered contains more
than 57,000,000,000 feet of lumber
having a market value of more thar
$228,000,000. The territory alread>
infested is in the region of Sumas
City and Mount Vernon and is com
paratively small.

Guarding the Mails.
The Post Office Department has ap

proved the conduct of Private Cari
W. Mats of the Marine Corps, de
tailed to duty protecting the mails
who on December 17 shot anc
wounded two college students neai

Denmark, South Carolina, because
in disregard of warnings, they per
sisted in boarding mail cars on whict
Mays was serving.
. The New York Herald cannot sec

how the Department could reach any
other decision with regard to Private
M.\T?k if it is intended to make the
Marine guard on mail trains and mail
trucks effective. The Marines cannot
distinguish between mere trespassers
and dangerous criminals. Defiance
of the guards on duty is an invita
tion to them to shoot. Defense of the
property intrusted to the care of the
Marines is their lirst obligation.
That skylarking young men should

so comport themselves as to feel Ma
Tines' bullets is regrettable, but il
may have one good effect, at least, in
teaching people generally that the
Marines mean business.

Night Hunting With the Camera
The photographing of wild ani

mal life at night with camera and
flashlight, which has become to the
humane hunter in recent years one

of the most fascinating of sports
owes its origin and largely Its pres
cnt development to Gkokgi: SiiutAt
3d. The United States Government
exhibited at the World's Fair, Paris
in 1900 and again at the St. Louis
Fair a group of photographs taken
by him on Whitefish Lake, Michigan
roarlv thirtv uern first

photographs showed the possibilities
11 of the camera in the wilds at night,

These results were obtained only
after yours of experiment and re|search. Mr. Siiibar was of the third
generation of his family who had
gone for recreation into this Lake
Superior region. The slough nt the
end of Whiteflsh Lake, where in a

small area more deer were killed and
later more photographed by day and
night than in any similar locality on

the continent, was the place where
animal flashlight photography hud

jits birth. In order to take daylight
pictures Mr. Siiiras rigged up a

camera on the beach and from it ran
a string to a seat in a tree. "Whenevera deer passed within range of
the camera," he says, "a sharp whis
tie stopped it and then a pull on the
string recorded the scene."
Having taken daylight pictures, it

became a matter of interest to Mr,
Siiiras to find out if there was any
means of taking them at night when
wild animals were more active and
could be approached more easily than
at any other time. A method ol
doing this was finally developed and
the first successful flashlight was

made. Mr. Siiiras caught a glimpse
ol a. ueer anu .uisr as us ueciv was

craned and the head elevated the
flash was fired. Then, he says:

"We hastened to camp, where tho
developed plate showed the little
buck in the centre of the scene, with
the foreground of reeds and a backgroundof alders and cedars, depictingthe first successful effort in the
recording of an animal on Its midj
night rambles."

By far the greater number of wild
rnlmals are nocturnal. Those which
are occasionally seen in daylight
can rarely be approached sufficiently
near with a camera to be photo
graphed with the full advantage ol
a favorable light. It was generally
believed that with the second growth
on a cutover forest there came a

new animal life. A raccoon tripped
over a string and photographed itself
building n home in territoiy wherf
this species was hardly expected tc
appear. By night photographs music
rats were disclosed as among the
new arrivals. The pictures revealed
too facts regarding their home build
ing and habits with which natural
ists were not familiar. A flashlight
also showed that the thief which was

stealing white ducks from a swim
ming pool was another new arrival
the mink.

His night photographs brought out
some now and interesting farts re

girding the beaver. This animal if
seldom seen in the daytime, so thai
pictures of it at work were rare
An especially valuable flashlight di?
closes a beaver three feet below (he
surface of the water working on tht
substructure of a dam. It was foi
years a much discussed questior
whether more than one beaver en

raged in the cutting of a tree. Every
photograph showed that only on*

beaver was at work and not anothei
near the tree. One of Mr. SnrnAS'f
prized pictures is tljat of a beavei
cutting down a black ash. For tw<
weeks the camera and flashlight faced
this tree; then one night the beavei
came and left his photograph. Hi
was too frightened by the flashlight
to return. "The tree stands to-da>
unfelled," says Mr. Simrah, "prool
that, a single animal docs the work."

interest in wild life photugraph>
has been further stimulated by the

[Nil W 1UKK KJIKALD,
moving pictures of Nmmax McCltntockand Wu.i.iam L. fixtty for
whose entrance into this field Mr.
Suntas was largely responsible.
Describing one of his night hunt:lag expeditions in a boat rowed

> noiselessly toward a deer which was

> as intently watching it as the hunter
> watched the animal's blue, translucenteyes, Mr. Suntas says:

"Fifteen yards and the tension is

becoming: great, Suddenly there is
'

a click, and a white ware of light
' breaks out from the bow of the boat
1 .deer, hills, trees, everything stands

out for a moment in the white glare
5 of r.oonday. A dull report, and then

a veil of in!:y darkness descends.
Just a twenty-fifth of a second has

elapsed, but it has been long enough
to trace the deer on the camera."
k'. J. tk.l M. C..n..
U WUIIUCl luau 4*11. OI. IOAC5, " uv

. has sought game with both gun and
flashlight, says that the true sports-

, man should find greater satisfaction
I and more permanent happiness in;
' night hunting with the camera than
. in killing harmless and inoffensive
animals.

II
.Ashamed of American Art.

Some American artists abroad, and
! especially in France, are afflicted
! with an inferiority complex. They
convince themselves that everything
they did in America no longer counts,

5 that Americans do not understand art,
! and that Americans have never done
auything for themselves in art.

! This humility'has beeu made con;spicuous recently through the public
utterances of two American artists
of some distinction. One of these
was Cecilia Beaix of Philadelphia,

" who asserted before the International
Arts Congress in Paris that "Amer-!
ica has no national art and must con-;
finue to look to France for many

years to come for its inspiration."
' SIio lield out some hope, however, in
- that "America is constantly striving

for its national expression, and in
s time will find it."
> America's want of artistic appre.elation weighed even more heavily
upon IUhby B. Lachmanx. a Cbiicago artist, several of whose pictures
are in French museums. While home
recently he unburdened himself at

i length on American art. Among
other things he said:

"American painting is not representativeof Americanism. American
artists' self-satisfaction is holding
them back artistically. There is no

individuality. American painting i»
not generally representative of America,This country is strong, robust,
straightforward and rugged. So

1 much of its paintings are sweet.-'

A few American names should sufficeto reassure our wavering artists
abroad. Among European critics
Wnrsrr.Kit was supposed to have a

sensitiveness for color and creative!
charm which has never been called1
"Rweet." The only objection sonic!
French critics have to Wixhlow Hoi3ii.k's pictures is that they are too
robust, too rugged. Sabuext is
usually mentioned abroad as a modj
em master of technic. Inxess, Wy-
ANT UilU OllierS lliive uuiie itiuuai

I painting as American as Indepen,dencc Hall itself.
American confidence is a very posi

tive thing in technical pursuits.
Every foreign visitor to our shores
is carried away by our belief in our

political future.
Just so are American artists In

France impressed by French national
i! pride. The Frenchman's art is an

expression of his belief in French
11 superiority. He asks you to accept
: without question not only his great
masters but also his lesser masters,
This self-confidence has given the
French more daring in art than any
other nation possesses.
ThiB French bliss seems to have

overwhelmed Miss Beaux in Paris.
Why at an international art conven!tion did she limit her generalization
to France when insisting that AmerI
leans must look to France for many
years to come? Why did she not;
also include the art of countries just
as vital as the French: that of Italy,
Spain, and Ameri> too?
The French have not needed our:

help to discover their own artistic
genius. It is evident, however, that
we still need foreign visitors to our

shores to call our attention to what
Jcman Bowes, secretary of the New!
York Artists League, regards as a

period in which Americans are as

proficient in almost all departments
of trts and crafts as any people ntj
any period of history.

The Board of Aldermen lias com-
rr*iltnrl In llir t-tf IlillPfiS ftf Ji tiiilOOtt-

hole the resolution prohibiting women
I from smoking In public in tlvs city
A vote of thanks is due from tobacco
shop proprietors stocked up with diamondstudded pipes and perfumed elar,arettes in anticipation of the Chrlst'
mas demand.

II t-host*.

My mind is filled with wistful ghosts
that hide

, Behind the fabric of each passing
thought.

Ghost* of the songs that long dead
poets wrought,

Qhoeta of great loves, tliat time and
space defied;

> And gliosis of deeds that won a coun,try's pride.
Ghosts of sweet music, tinkling faint

und clear
1 The sentient harmonies of yesteryear,
' And ghosts of high beliefs that flamed
i and died.

They hunger to ronie hack to life again,
If only in one single lovely line

? Of vagrant, song ; if any words of mire
t Should glow with vision, delicate and

r pla In,
j. It ia the urge of these frail wraiths

hat yearn
lAsr o; brief breath of beauty to re-i

' 1 t.un. i

! J Chasi.otts Becker.
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Clrlstais Maslc FUh the Nlylt.
A Christinas carol, to the fan* "St. Kevin,"

by Sir Arthur SuUican.
Christmas music Alls the night,

Christmas stars are gleaming.
Soulsin darkness hail the light

From a manger streaming.
Though the inn is full, the beast

Greets the world's sweet leaven;
Bethlehem, thou art not least,
Thine the Bread from Heaven.

Dark and silent was the land
Where the shepherds guarded,

Till there shone the Angel-bond.
And their hearts rewarded.

Chant so lovely sang they then.
tVe too hear with gladness.

"Peace, on earth, good will toward men,"
Jmk.s ends your sadness.

!» .1 1 I 1_ 1 ,V._ _1
it iiit: sitopurius JC4vc tuc auctrp.
Who will watch anil tend them? ,

Faithful guardians must not sleep, ,
lClse the wolf will rend them !

Yet the angel oids them go, i*
Seek the sign so lowly; L

He will keen their flocks, they know, (

Shepherd br'ght and holy. j t
When they found the Child of God, c

All that heard It wondered;
ltut these things, made known abroad, c

Mary kept and pondered. s

Babe of Christmas, grant us part c

In their adoration,
And the grace that fllled her heart.
Raptured contemplation.

Why shouldst Thou have blessed us so.
Sought the love of mortals.

Coming down to earth below,
Par from Heaven's portals?

Dost Thou know, O Saviour dear,
How this world will scorn Thee? !

Men will hate Thee, though they tear.
Thy poor Mother mourn Thee 1

Can it be Thou still wilt stay.
Shrinking not from danger?

Can we too see Thee this day,
In the holy Manger?

O for all Thy tender love,
Happy Is our singing.

Hymns to join the Hosts above,
Bells of Christmas ringing.

Eliot Whit*.

Men Who Remember.
A Doughboy of 1918 Who Recalled a

Johnny Reb of 1861.
To Tiie New York: IIrrald : My best

Christmas gift was a lithographed card
of a snow scene with these words writtenIn a email, neat hand. "From one

of the doughboys who appreciated your
kindness in August, 1913."
The name convoyed no hint of who

the sender was. but August, 1918,
forty or fifty lads about to go overseas
came over every Saturday and Sunday
from the camps around Mlncola for a

swim in the sea from our little bungalowhere. We got the Idea of asking
the boys to have a dip because the only
bathing house was charging them |1
and native lamg Island sons 25 cents
for the privilege.
When I told my mother of the doughboy'scard she recalled that for many

years after the war she received each
Christmas a box of oranges from Florida.The sender was a wounded Confederatesoldier who received from her,
a visiting nurse at Bellevue. the same
treatment as did the Union men on

nearby cots.
In these days of commercialism, when

values of Christmas gifts are all too
carefully appraised, I feel that these
two incidents deserve more than passing
not ice. K. D.
Point Lookovt. December 24.

The Olympic Theater.
Fflniou* Actors and Plajs Long Pop.

ular Were Seen There.
To The New York Herald: In answerto "Olympus" I would inform him

ihat the Olympic Theater was situated
at #24 Broadway between Houston and
Bleecker streets and was owned by
James Melneil. a Frenchman living at
Oyster Bay, Hong Island.
Beginning November IS. 1S36, Laura

Keene, an Knglish actress, greatly admired.was the first lessee, »»nd during
her tenancy she produced a number of
notable plays, among them being "Our
American Cousin," "A Midsummer
Night's Dream," "The Heart of Midlothian"and "The Colleen Bawn," which
met with great success. The elder Sothernappeared there as Lord Dundreary
and the older Holland. C. W. Couldock
and Joseph Jefferson, then comparatively j
unknown, were seen there. j t

In 1863 Laura Keene vacated the theater,which was acquired by Mrs. John
Wood. Next it was known as the OlympicTheater. John Duff, son-in-law of
Auirustin Daly, subsequently assumed
control and produced "Under the Gaslight."Charles F. Parsloe being in the
cast. The railroad scene was notably
realistic. George Jordan in "The Sea
of Ice" and "A Maiden's Prayer" met
with great success.

In 1S66 and 1868 George L. Fox appearedin "Humptjr Dumpty," which had
the phenomenal run of 943 performances.Mrs. Annie Yeamans of Ham-
gan and Hart fame was In the cast.
This is but a brief history of a one

time beautiful temple of amusement and
the many popular actors who appeared
there. Williau Harrison Rodokrs. |
Oakland, N. J.. December 24. j

( eltlnar to the Bottom of a Popular
Fallacy.

To Thk New Tor.K Herald: More in'
sorrow than in anger I protest against
the acceptance l>y The 8un and The
Xew York Hbrald of the popular fal- '

lacy that winter begins with the winter
nolstice.

' 1

In the nnme of all that is .sane, aeien-
t'.flc or reasonable, why should winter j1
Ik- said to begin on the day when the
sun stops his southward march and '

turns to come northward again?
Such breaks are destructive of con- (

fidonee. A tiiTKtOXO Reader.
New Tork. December 2t. '

We refuse to accept responsibility *!
lor the "popular fallacy" tliat winter .

begins with the winter solstice. The
fault lies with that gveat-granddaddy
of all our calendars, the American
liphomeris and Nautical Almanac, issuedfrom the Naval Observatory,
Washington, D. C.. by onr Uncle
Samuel. ,

A Boston Kpitapk.
To Thb New York Herai.d: In n

churchyard in Boston there Is an epitaphalmost the same as the one quoted
by "X. y. 54." except that the last
couplet roads:

As I am now so you must be;
So be content ami follow me,

The old caretaker takes great delight
In telling of a Harvard student who
upon reading the above immediately
scratched beneath it:

To follow you I'm not content
Until I know which way you went.

Ierskt City, December 34. C. F, M,

The World's drowns.
Knickor.'What la Undo Sam's ratio?
Docker. Dollars to ^doughnuts.

o, iazi.

Niagara Falls Se
A Fragment From the Am

English Schola

From the Fortr

It was dark when we arrived at the
tillage of Niagara. Falls, on the right
hank of the Niagara. Wo crossed the
suspension bridge in a thunderstorm.
It was so dark that we could not see the
ails, we sot out at ino vnrton noum

>n the Hritish side about 10 o'clock,
ivithout any trouble from the custom
louse. Here we found a party front our

ihip; the chaplain with my best friends
imong the youngsters. They were gone
to bed. I went out to the edge uf
the rock and looked at the falls that
ibone perfectly white in the black night.
I'hey are much better seen on this side,
i'he inn Is below them, and they do not

ross the river at right angles, so that
hey can hardly be seen at all from the
jpposite side.
The roar and the foam had a fine

'fleet at night Campbell and 1 had the
iame room, and before we fell asleep I
iscoursed upon the principles of historicalcriticism and the facility with
vhich truth is exaggerated. I gave as

in instance that no doubt the first man
vho saw the falls greatly exaggerated
heir magnitude, upon which he, who had
ust read the guide, told me that when
tfennepin discovered the falls he reportedthem to bo 6C0 feet high, which
\as gratifying to my literary vanity.
In the morning, Friday, I had the

ileasure of walking out on my balcony
n my shirt, with a full view of the falls,
t was a beautiful morning. 1 took a

>ath. and on going to breakfast met
villi a very flattering reception from the
,-oungsters I had not seen the night before.1 persuaded the chaplain to let
hem stay with us that day, though he
,as to have brought them back to the
ihip. He was weak in consenting, as

here was danger of a row when they
lid go on board, but I saw the blame
:ould not fall on the boys. They were

lelighted to stay and their presence
idded very much to the mirth of our

larty. After some delay we set off to
ook at the falls.
Half a mile above the falls the river is

iivided into two branches by an islan 1 j
tailed Goat Island. At the same time
he rapids commence. There is no great
aeauty in the scenery of the country
ibove the falls. Below there is necessarilya ravine for it to flow through,
ind the wooded rocks on each side add
eery much to the beauty of the scene.
iVe went down the road from the mn

o the ferry. The view from below is
nuch finer than what we had seen from
»bove. One might sit here for hours
»nd the falls would grow upon one. or
>ne's mind would grow to appreciate
hem. One can be disappointed only at
he first impression. If one contemplates
he falls they much surpass In the effect
hey produce anything one could have
conceived.
The current Is very rapid below the

alls in the middle, and carried us down
ind tossed ua about. A steamer, the
tfaid of the Mist, goes right up to the
"alls every day as far as Bhe can go.
\n Englishman whose acquaintance we

nade, a Mr. Wood, swam across here.
Ie landed a mile below his starting point
>n the other side. On the American
'ide one is pulled up the rock in a sledge
tlong an Inclined plane. The first fnlng
re did was to stand quite at the edge of
he falls on the American side. There
ire some houses here, and we went up
:o the bridge which was made witn
treat difficulty across the American
apids. After some delay at an icc
ream shop we went over. The finest
dew of the rapids is presented by this
>ridge. It is a fine sight to see the
rater dashing and foaming down till It
eaches a velocity of fifteen miles an

lour. The roar of the rapkls is very
treat. There is a toll on the island, with
t shop of Indian curiosities. There are
wo or three small islands on the Ameri«nside of Goat Island, and the scenery,
rlth the current running between them,
a very pretty. The American falls are

mailer than those on the English side.
>ut quite straight. Xext after the first
slet is a lesser fall. Standing near the
op of it. among the trees. It looks like a

small river floating among trees, and
las a pleasant diversifying effect. After
his comes the rocky extremity of Goat
Island between the two falls. It disIguresthem.
Crossing Goat Island, which Is cov>redwith trees, we came to the edge of

he English falls, called the Horseshoe
Fatls from their shape. A rock runs

>ut into the river at the edge here and
l tower is built upon it. The view from
he tower la one of the finest. These
'alls are not straight, but something
ike a horseshoe. The middle Is more

A Walk on Christmas Morning.
2"fore high sun-peer let us go
leross the unflawed sweep of snow 1
The distant line of flrs will seem

Ake Druid warders in a dream
Guarding some white domain wherein
I'here Is no memory of sin.
iVlth us. in silvern fall and swell,
rhe'soul of music from a hell
A'lll float, ethereal and pure.
rhe crystal sky will lift and lure
)ur spirits upward ceaselessly.
K delicate low harmony
i'he hidden rill will breathe, and .while
<0 bird note will our ears beguile,
\ murmurous bough-whispering
>V111 sound a .presage of the spring.
* arlftert dip. a turn, and lo,
L'pon a virgin slope of snow

\ holly tree, full foliaged. set
n green and scarlet silhouette!
\ holly tree whose fadeless cheer
Symbols the Yuletidc of the year,
terry and leaf.perennial elgn
)f holy love.will we entwine:
Cerry and leaf. ah. Joyous glow !
3ack will we bear across the snow ;
\nd If upon some old oak tree
The mistletoe we chance to sec

V spray we'll pluck that mirth may rule
\nd cap ths ancient rites of Yul*!

Cmntow Scoularp

Christmas Good Cheer.
This Holiday Season Has Seen a

Notable Display of Generosity.
To Tttr Xr.ff York TIrraid: The1

splendid work of tire newspapers In

rttmuluting the spirit of Christmas giv-
ng and good fellowship will make the
Christmas of 1921 long remembered In
!»e hearts of the alck, poor and friendess.This society has been made the
lgent for mnny of those wno are mas-i

n* others happy at this season, and for
his we wish to make grateful aeknowl-
dgment through your columns.
Never In Its ninety years minlstraIonshas the Kpiscopal City Mission

loclety been able to do so much at
Christmas as this year. Its chaplains
»nd workers have been able to give
andjr, oianges. small gifts, toys and
""hrlstmns cards to the Inmates of

verity Years Ago
terican Diary of the Great
r, Lord Acton.

tightlu Review.
than 100 vaids above the aides, so as

to make a curious kind of hollow. They
arc really magnificent from their greui
siae and the mass of water. It la twenty
feet deep at the angle and fall* 160 at
170 feet. It boils as white as milk below.The spray sometimes coines up In
a cloud far above the fall. Looking
down from up the river, It looks like the
vapor of a boiling spring. It was such
a glorious sight us to fill ntc with exultation,and yet with a feeling of melancholyat not being able to comprehendit adequately.
We garnered wild strawberries or

Goat Island and took an Ice there
While I was on the tower a man was
there writing verses. I did not feel
poetical, which I seldom do. but boisterouslyhappy, which made ine appear fat
from overcome. We spent a couple oi
hours here most delightfully. There is
the greatest paper mill in the Union on
Bath Island, taking advantage of the
water power. We returned to the Inn ir
time for a romp before dinner at 3.
Sam Patch Jumped down the Middle

Fall, which is called his leap. Ho was

drowned when attempting the same

thing at Genesee. Nobody ever shot th«
falls alive; there are several stories ol
people being drowned. The power cl
the water is so great that flocks ol
geese have been carried down and
drowned. There is a whirlpool about
four miles down the river, where everythingwhich is cairied down reappears
for some time. The bodies of seven

English deserters who tried to swim
across were seen chasing each othei
round here for some time after. An
old steamer was once sent down, and
drew eighteen feet of water, which
shows the depth at the edge.

After dinner we undertook to go underthe falls. There is a house on

Table Rock where you dress yourself
and take a guide for the purpose. Wo
took off everything we had on and put
on some rough clothes for the purpose.
There is also a costume for the ladies.
A great ugly black went with us. Their
Is a round wooden staircase down Table
Rock, and there we walked along the
rock and went under the falling water.
It Is like a cave. The velocity of the
water and formation of the rock leave
an archod space completely dry. One
can walk a good way in along a kind of
ledge, and one sees the water arched
above one.

The roar is terrific. We were un-

fortunate, for the wind drove the water
in against us. and we were almost suffocated.It was much as if we had
taken a bath. Our guide had taken a

young man in who insisted on jumping
down onto a rock in the water. The
water beat over him and at last washed
him away, and he was never seen again.
We carried off a bit of rock from the
farthest point we reached, and a printed
certificate of our having been there, as

trophies.
Then, in two carriages, we went to

the burning springs, about two miles
above the falls, in Canada. A shed Is
built over the place where the spring is.
about ten feet from the Niagara. They
put in a tube and set fire to the gas
that comes out. The flame is about a

foot high, emitting great heat. Tou
may put your thumb on the tube and
direct the flame or put it out without
being burned, or you may press your
handkerchief over it and it will not be
injured. Ail the gas is concentrated in
the tube, but when it is removed a light
applied to the surface of the water producesa lambent flame that soon goes
out. The water is quite pure to drink,
without any sulphurous smell. On returningwe passed near Lundy's T.ane,
where the battle of Niagara was fought
in the last war.

In the evening we played at prisoner's
base in a field close to the falls. Here
X lost my hat. It was dark when we

returned to the Inn. The youngsters
went forth to look for sand martins'
nests and they found some eggs and
young ones. It was getting on for 11
when we had some supper. 1 ordered
a bottle of champagne up to tiie boys'
room. We were to separate the next
(lay and we bed been very good friends.

"We were up early next morning ta
start at X. We crossed the suspension
bridge about two miles below the falls.
It is of very light construction, suppeggedby wires. The last view of the
falls was taken here. The moment
they were out of sight I felt a lively
regret at the thought that I should
never see them agatn. I quitted this
extreme western point with sorrow, for
the great lakes and Indians and the
scenery of that part of the world had
great attraction for me.

thirty-three public and semi-public institutions.
Our four community centers in congestedsections of the city have heer

provided with everything necessary t«
make the throngs of children feel the
Joy and happiness to which every child
is entitled at this season of good will.
To all our friends who have made this

generosity possible this society extends
thanks. May those who have given feel
and share the joy of those who have
received. I* Ernest Sunderland,

Superintendent.
New York. December i*.

filiform* of the Revolution.
To Tuts New York Herald: For the

possible Information of your correspondentIt. If. Greene as to the uniform
worn by an ancestor in the Revolutionarywar, let mo say lie will find on free
exhibition in the New York Historical
Society Building. Central Park Wes<
and Seventy-ninth street, a score ot
more of beautiful water colors of ofti-
eers ind privates ciotneu tn uniform!
of many stages of our history, lie, ac
well as others, particularly old New
Yorkers, will also flnd many object'
antl prints relating to the early period."
of the city. Chelsea.

BttooKLTV, December 2«.

Christmas Bolls.
I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good will to men.

Then from each black accursed mouth
The cannon thundered In the south.
And with the sound
The enrols drowned

Of peace on earth, good will to men.

And In despair I bowed my head :

"There is no peace on earth." 1 said,
"For hate is strong
And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good will to men!"

Then pealed the bells mote loud ant

deep:
"God Is not dead, nor does He sleep!
The wrong shall fail.
And right prevail.

With peace on earth, good will to men!"
Hbnbt w. t/0?enraT.r.ow,

.1

School History.
1'he Auther »I the Pending Charges

Ftnlutnn His Motive.
To The New York Herald: In an

article in reference to school histories
i was quite concerned to read that om
of the publishers is quoted as saying:

Historians are not going to write books
| to please a certain political party or

religious denomination.
As author of the charges which the

Board of Education committee la now

considering i must take emphatic ex{ception to such a statement.
I began my Investigation of school

histories after an address by Majc
George Haven Putnam lu Erasmus High
School last October, in which ho urged
that American school histories should
be rewritten with a different point of
view since the world war. In irur intvcstlgatlon I found tnat a number or
our school history text hooks had been
revised to an astounding degree. Many
of the glorious facts of American historyhad been emasculated or modified
in such a way as to deprive the coming

j generations of American boys and girls
, of some of their moat precious patriotic

heritages. 1 submitted official charges
to the Board of Education,

lit doing so I was actuated by no
political or religious sentiment whatso,ever. As an American school principal

s in charge of a school in which 3,000
boys of diverse nationalities are being
trained to become Americana i decid

- uu**-.. t- s
cui; \.*j uui 1H31UI/ ueill^ ICWril

ten in favor cf any foreign friendship,
t Joseph T. Griffin,

Principal Public School 114.
New York, December 24.

The Broken Sword.
\ The Blade of Americanism Has

Sever Been Disgraced.
To Ttiu New York Herald: Year editorialarticle "The Broken Sword" has

done a mighty work for which every true
American owes you a. debt of boundless
gratitude. You have aroused the nationfrom dangerous apathy: awakened
the people to the necessity for being
alert at their posts.
The Vice-President's words, spoken

here at the meeting of the New Eng'land Society, are the voice of this awak'ened national conscience. They ring
out with new significance. In his spirituallyillumined speech he said:

The voyage of the Mayflower is not
done. Her course is set. With, an ever
increasing cargo of Ideas achieved she Is
sailing on. bearing the hope and ministeringto the welfare of the world. Over
her. in tho prophecy of their fthe Pilgrims')ancient paster. John Robinson,
there Is breaking forth more light. It is
the increasing radiance of the higher law.
The eword typifies this unbroken and

eternally active higher law of justice
[ and truth.

The great demonstrator of this law.
He who fulfilled the law of love, the
Prince of Peace.said: "f come not to
bring peace, hut a eword," knowing that
true peace could only come through the
use of the Sword of the Spirit, the
Word of God.
The Beloved Disciple's blaze of sym-

ooiic reveiauon naa denn.te ejgniflcance
In connection with this great issue:

I saw heaven opened, and behold a
white horse; and ho that sat upon him
wrs railed Faithful and True, aid In
righteousness he doth Judge and make
war. . . , His name Is called the
Word of God. ... And out of his
mouth goeth a sharp sword..Itev. *1*.,
IMP.
This "flaming sword" will never cease

to guard and "keep the way of the tree
of life" (Genesis ill., 2d), which typifies
America's divine destiny and mission
of spiritual leadership. This sword of
pure Americanism is unsheathed, unfallen,unbroken. It is bright and shining.two edged, "quick and powerful.''
It also typifies the Anglo-Saxon Ideals
which ars at the very root and core
of our national being. It is this Sword,
or Christ consciousness, which gave
ua birth, and which impelled Pastor
Robinson's Inspired words to the Pilgrim
Fathers:

When Christ reigns, and net till then,
will the world have rest.

It was this spirit of the Christ which
impelled Franklin to demand of the
makers of the Constitution that they
rise to the iact that "unless the Lord
build the house, they labor in vain that
build it," which blazed through Washingtonwhen he proclaimed his God
given call, "Let us raise a standard to
which the wise and honest can repair;
the event is In the hands of God";which
defined the heart of America in Lin
coin's great utterance: "This nation,

1 under God, shall have a new birth of
freedom."
At this holy hour of rebirth tho gentlj

shepherds and the wise men triumphantlyfollow the star to the cradle
of the young child, our America. Thev
behold her held in the protecting, encirclingarms of the motherhood of eter.nal life and love. The broken sword of
the pursuant Herod Is cast to earth,
All of his listening little ones hear an

Innumerable company of angels chant[ing once more:

Unto us a child is born, unto us a sou

i* given: ana uie government snail ue

upon liia ahoulilera: and hi* name shall
he called Wonderful, Counselor, the
mighty God. the everlasting Father, the
Prince of I'race.
Of the increase of Ilia government and

peace there shall be no end upon the
throne of David,
America.and the unfoldment of her

divine symbolism.Is, ever has been and
over will be upon the shoulder of Christ.

A Lorar. American.
S'r.w Tonu. December 24.

i America's l ehroken Sword Typltte*
Spiritual Power.

To Tits Xkw Took Meraiji: I note

your splendid editorial article "The
1 Broken Sword." It must meet a re1uponso In the hearts of Americans.

tVe are a inialTty nation. Our sword
1 has never been trailed In the dust, much

less been broken, which implies defeat
and dishonor. The sword typifies spir
itual power for which our nation stand*.
The design Is not in keeping with the

early Ideals upon which our nation and
Its Constitution were founded, much less
does It truly represent the people.
New Tonic, December 24. H. S. B.

Kii.it Cophetua married the beggar maid.
"She had Just liouprJiall lier Christmas

pr esent a." he explained.

Homely Incident In Kaaaan'e I.ife.
Front the Atchison Globs.

Juda Johnson aoma years a*o was reading
hla paper. Suddenly his wife rushed Into
the room and shouted: "Little Percy has
learned to walk; little Percy has learned to

walk!" "Well, send him downtown for a

I pint of whisky," sold old Jude without
looking up from his paper.

The Associated Preaa la exclusively entitled fc
to lite u»« for republication of all news dispatchescredited to It or not otherwise
or»'llted In this paper, and also the local
new* puhllahed herein.
All rights of republication of special rtlspntchesherein are also reserved.
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